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Research Question: Was it possible to achieve lasting peace in Colombia 
without leading to an increase in drug production?
Background: The same year Colombia signed a peace agreement with 
the FARC it reached an all-time high in coca production.  While several of 
the provisions in the peace deal have been hypothesized to cause the 
spike in coca production, Colombian policymakers insist those provisions 
were absolutely necessary to achieve their government’s number one 
goal, achieving peace.
Relevance: The increase in coca production within Colombia increases 
the amount of illicit drugs flowing into the United States, decreases rule 
of law within Colombia (U.S. strategic ally in South America), and increase 
illicit pathways available to terrorist organizations. Lessons learned from 
failures in Colombia may be useful to other areas of responsibility where 
the United States has an interest in controlling drug production post-
conflict, possibly in Afghanistan. 
AVOIDING TWO WARS: REDUCING DRUG 
PRODUCTION AFTER NEGOTIATED 
SETTLEMENTS IN CIVIL CONFLICTS 
Results
Overall, it was possible to achieve lasting peace in Colombia without increasing coca production.  Of the 
hypothesized controversial provisions in the FARC peace deal, only political parties reform proved 
substantively significant to avoiding conflict recurrence.  The Colombian government conducted political 
parties reform by creating the FARC political party and guaranteeing them seats in parliament.  Generally, 
the quantitative results supported the hypothesis that the Colombian government overestimated the 
importance of several provisions, particularly those thought to have an impact on the drug trade.  This 
research found that previous land reform programs may have reverse incentivized farmers to grow more 
illicit crops and that the impact of the aerial eradication program on reducing drug production may have 
been overstated. The Colombian government can reduce coca production without increasing the risk to 
return to armed conflict by working jointly with the newly created FARC political party to revamp 
haphazardly implemented land reform agreements. 
The “So What” Next Steps
• Do these conclusions match with policy steps taken by 
the Colombian government in the last two years?
• Do significant similarities exist between Colombia and 
other AORs?
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Research Design
Hypothesis: While controversial provisions of the FARC peace deal 
(amnesty and reparations for FARC members, political party and 
constitutional reform, and land reform with coca crop buyback) 
may have been necessary to reached a signed peace deal, this 
thesis predicts that none of them will be substantively significant 
for achieving lasting peace. 
Methodology: This research first conducts a quantitative study to 
determine what actually matters, in terms of provisions in signed 
peace deals, to achieve lasting peace on a global scale.   Secondly, 
this research conducts a qualitative case study of Colombia to 
examine the impact on of controversial provisions in the peace deal 
on the increased coca production. Finally, this thesis compares the 
results of both sections to determine if there were any provisions 
of the Colombian peace deal that led to drug production growth 
that may not have been significant to achieve lasting peace. 
Data Sources: Peace Agreement Data Project (PA-X), Uppsala 
Conflict Data Program, Word Bank Development Data, Center for 
Systemic Peace Polity Data.
Impact of several control and independent variables on conflict recurrence.
These conclusions may provide insight into other 
AORs like Afghanistan, where a massive increase in 
drug production occurred during a lengthy conflict.
